PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING. 

TUESDAY 29TH AUGUST 2006. 

Opening Prayer and welcome to Fr Stephen. 

Present: Fr Stephen, Terry Halligan, Lady Anne Louise Dalrymple, Pat McLaughlin, Mairi 0’Keefe, Eamon Stewart, John 0’Flaherty, Jim Kellagher, Jean Campbell, Josephine Ward, Sophie Tulloch. 

Apologies: None 

1 Canon Friel’s Golden Jubilee Celebration Mass. 

To take place 24th September 2006 at 9am. Presentation at the end of Mass followed by refreshments in the Church Hall for all parishioners who wish to thank Canon Friel personally for all that he has contributed to the parish over the past 18 months. It was noted with regret that Fr Stephen’s time at the gathering after Mass would be limited due to pastoral commitments in Dunbar. 

Mairi and Lady Anne Louise to liase re help with the refreshments after Mass. 

Josephine to ask the chosen member of the parish to present Canon Friel with the gift from the parish. 

Children to be involved with the Offertory procession and the Bidding Prayers; Children’s Eucharistic prayer to be said at Mass. 

Donations to Canon Friel’s leaving gift should be left in envelopes and given up at the Offertory; cheques to be made payable to Our Lady Star of the Sea and will be treated anonymously unless otherwise requested. 

Informal meeting of PPC after Mass on 10th September to finalise arrangements. 

2 Parish Consultation Document 

In general the Consultation Document has not been well received throughout the diocese. It was felt that the consultation period had not been sufficient and that there had been many areas of concern that have not had the benefit of being fully addressed. However as far as the North Berwick PPC response was concerned it was felt that many of the document’s suggestions were already in place and appeared to be working well; it was decided that Mairi O’Keefe should draft an addition to the response from North Berwick which would be e mailed to other members of the PPC for their approval before it, along with a letter of support for the Cardinal in his endeavours to find a solution to the diocesan structural plan, are sent to the Cardinal. 

3 Representatives for the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 

At least two reps. should attend and if the two original volunteers were unable to make it for whatever reason then two more should volunteer from the PPC to attend in 

their place. It was felt that there were sufficient PPC members for this to work smoothly. 

4 Financial Statement 

Although there was some discussion as to the apparent discrepancy between the income and expenditure payments it was felt that the statement was merely compiled to give an overview of Parish incoming and outgoing payments and should not be scruitinised too finely without further relevant documentation and a member of the financial committee to advise. 

5 AOB 

Mass Times. Although there was a request for a return to a 10 am Mass at North Berwick it was felt that for the time being and particularly while Fr Stephen settled in to his new parishes it would be wise to retain the present time table. A return to a Vigil Mass was mooted but again it was felt that it may be difficult to re instate something only to have to give it up again due to ever increasing pastoral commitments on an already stretched clergy. 

Fr Stephen suggested that while he was delighted that the Church Hall was now being used every night except Tuesdays and was thus generating a much needed income for the Parish it would be a great help to him given his work load if he did not have to rely on Tuesday evenings as being his only window of opportunity for pastoral meetings in his parish. For greater flexibility in planning such meetings he suggested that the Tribune (area above and to the right of the altar) may be screened off for use as a possible meeting place. The screen could be removed on occasions when the Church required the area for congregational overflow! This suggestion was greeted optimistically although there was some discussion as to the structural soundness of the area concerned and that it might be necessary to seek professional advice before any decision was made. Wheelchair access would also probably be difficult or impossible to supply. A feasibility study was agreed to. 

A special request from a parishioner suggested that it would be good to know who else in the parish may be going to events organised in the Cathedral with the view to perhaps travelling in together to attend such events. It was decided that a sign up sheet at the back of the Church for those interested in such events could be used to encourage people to attend such events together. 

6 Date of next PPC Meeting. 

Informal meeting: 10th September after Mass. 

Formal meeting: 7th November 2006   7.30 pm in the Priest’s House.

